
 

 

DISHEARTENING/LOVING EVANGELISM from CHRIST-
 Mark 10:17-22 

"And Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him...Disheartened by the saying, he 
went away sorrowful."  
 Mark 10:21a, 22a 

The kind of Christianity that will not 

allow the attachment of eternal life 

onto an essentially worldly life is not 

an easy sell in any generation.  It is 

disheartening news to any clinging to 

a superficial view of the righteous-

ness of God.  Nevertheless the clear 

proclamation that all gods must be 

dethroned to make way for the 

crowning of Jesus Christ as LORD is 

completely consistent with love for 

souls.  It is not love to leave gospel 

hearers under the impression that 

they are safe to cherish both earthly 

and heavenly treasure.  One must 

experience the sorrow of relinquish-

ing one or the other.  In all true con-

versions the grace of God enables the 

repentant sinner to see that worship-

ing the creature more than the Crea-

tor is a deadly contagion that has 

infected the soul.  The joyful realiza-

tion that Christ is the true cure is a 

sufficient counterbalance to over-

come any sorrow from worldly 

loss.  Perhaps the dethroning of no 

false god is so likely to be disheart-

ening as that of money.  For that rea-

son, the grace of God in the churches 

of Macedonia ought to fuel our 

faith.  Paul said, "...for in a severe 

test of affliction, their abundance OF 

JOY AND THEIR EXTREME POV-

ERTY have overflowed in a wealth 

of generosity on their part." II Corin-

thians 8:2. 
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