Where and When Did They See the Lord Jesus Christ? By Tim Chaffey, AlG

The traditional view presented in
films, such as The Nativity Story, is
that the wise men saw Jesus on the
night of His birth, but this is highly
unlikely. Matthew 2:1 reveals that the
magi came to Jerusalem and subse-
quently visited with Herod after Jesus
had been born.

The angelic announcement of
Christ’s birth to the shepherds was at
night, which means that Jesus was
born at night. In Luke 2:11 the angel
told the shepherds, “For there is born
to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The
Greek word translated as “this day” is
oépepov (s€meron) and it means “the
same day as the day of dis-

course” (i.e., today).4 Since the Jew-
ish day began at sundown (roughly
6:00 pm), then the angelic use of
sémeron indicates that Christ was
born at night since that day would
have started at sundown.

So it is highly implausible that the
wise men would arrive in Jerusalem
at night and immediately obtain an
audience with Herod. The king then
gathered “all the chief priests and
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scribes of the people” (Matthew 2:4)
S0 he could determine where the
Messiah was to be born. The experts
told Herod that the Messiah needed
to be born in Bethlehem, which was
predicted in Micah 5:2. So, the wise
men departed and made their ap-
proximately six-mile journey to Beth-
lehem. If we assume that the wise
men met with Herod during the day
after Jesus was born, then the earli-
est they could have visited Jesus
would be the next night.

To learn more about the timing and
location of the magi’s visit in more
detail, read our article, “Christmas
Timeline of the Biblical Account.” The
article will also provide a plausible
chronology of the other major events
which followed Christ’s birth, such as
His circumcision and first visit to the
Temple, Herod’s slaughter of the chil-
dren, the flight to Egypt, and the
move to Nazareth.

As we study the Bible to gain an ac-
curate understanding of these events,
may we, like the wise men, worship
the Savior Jesus Christ.
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When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy
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Morning Worship

Call to Worship Pastor Andy Dunkerton

Opening Hymn #164 Angels from the

Realms of Glory

Matthew 26:57-75,
page 833

Scripture Reading

Pastoral Prayer
Offertory What Child Is This

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is
sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds
watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and
angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are
feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is
pleading.

Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; the cross He bore for
me, for you:

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king,
to crown Him;

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone
Him.

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

Traditional English Carol, adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865

Preparatory #168 Hark, the Herald
Angels Sing
Sermon Pastor Gary Hendrix
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