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Since therefore the children share in
flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through
death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the dev-
il, and deliver all those who through fear
of death were subject to lifelong slavery.
(Hebrews 2:14-15)

Jesus became man because what was
needed was the death of a man who
was more than man. The incarnation
was God’s locking himself into death
row.

Christ did not risk death. He chose
death. He embraced it. That is precisely
why he came: “not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many” (Mark 10:45).

No wonder Satan tried to turn Jesus
from the cross — in the wilderness
(Matthew 4:1-11) and in the mouth of
Peter (Matthew 16:21-23)! The cross
was Satan’s destruction. How did Jesus
destroy him?

Hebrews 2:14 says that Satan has “the
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power of death.” That means Satan has
the ability to make death fearful. “The
power of death” is the power that holds
men in bondage through fear of death.
It is the power to keep men in sin so
that death comes as a dreadful thing.

But Jesus stripped Satan of this power.
He disarmed him. He molded a breast-

plate of righteousness for us that makes
us immune to the devil’s condemnation.
How did he do this?

By his death, Jesus wiped away all our
sins. And a person without sin cannot
be condemned by Satan. Forgiven, we
are finally indestructible. Satan’s plan
was to destroy God’s rule by condemn-
ing God’s followers in God’s own court-
room. But now, in Christ, there is no
condemnation. Satan’s treason is abort-
ed. His cosmic treachery is foiled. “His
rage we can endure, for, lo, his doom is
sure.” The cross has run him through.
And he will gasp his last before long.

Christmas is for freedom. Freedom from
the fear of death.
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